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Marlene H. Dortch 
Secrctmy 
Fedeml Communication Commission 
Washington, DC 20554 
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Rc: Hardy Telecommunications, Inc.'s Challenge to Connect America Fund, Phase I, Round 
2 lot· Certain Census Blocks 
WC Docket I 0-90, Connect America Fund 

Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. ("Hardy Telecommunications") is an incumbent local exchange 
carrier ("ILEC") that also operates as a competitive local exchange currier (''CLEC") outside its 
ILEC service area in Hnrdy County, West Virginia. Hardy TelecommuniCations provides both 
voice and broadband services as an ILEC and a CLEC, and its subsidiary HardyNet opemtes as 
an internet service provider ("ISP"). Hardy Telecommunications has reviewed the Federal 
Communication Commission's published list of census blocks where incumbent local exchange 
carriers have requested to t'cccivc CAF Phase I, Round 2 funds and hus initiated the Phase I 
challenge process. Hardy Telecommunications hereby challenges certain census blocks li·01n 
receiving CAP Phnse I funds where they ovcrlnp the a1·cas Hmdy Telecommunications was 
mvardcd funds under the Bn)adband Technology Opportunities Pmgrmn ("BTOJ>") to provide 
middle mile broadband infrastructure and the Broadband Initiative Program ("BIP") to provide 
fiber to the home in Hardy County, West Virginin. (Sec nllached list of census blocks). The 
build out lor the 13TOP grunt has been completed and approved, but the 'build out required 
pursuant to the BIP in on going. t\ccordingly, these census blocks are ineligible for any CAr 
support. 

Hardy Telecommunications also challenges these census blocks because it cmrently offers 
broadband services exceeding the 3 rvtbps/768 Kbps speed threshold where the CAF funding is 
being requested. (See a!lached list of census blocks). In fact , ptirsuant to the conditions of 
receiving BTP funds, Hardy Telecommunications was required to provide a cumulative of 5 
ivlbps of service to a customc1·. However, Hardy Telecommunications has intemally committed 
to a minimum speed of 5 l'v1bps/ 2 Mbps to its customers . being ~ervcd ns a result of the 13IP 
grant. 
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For additional support of this chnlleng0, please sec the attached correspondence r~.:garding Hnrdy 
Telecommunications' BTOP and BIP grant funding tor Hardy County, West Virginin. In 
addition, plcusc sec the attached map or the requested census blocks in Hardy County and Hnrdy 
Tclecommtmicntion's broadband coverage of these locations and planned build out of these 
areas. Pmlher, sec the attached copy of Hardy Telecommunication's non-ILEC Form 477 Data 
submission (redacted and lilcd confidentially) showing the nmnbct· of customers in which it is 
currently serving broadband in the identilicd census tracts and the speeds of the broadband 
service received by the customers. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

D. Scott Sherman 
General Manager I CEO 
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. 

CERTIFICATION 

As an officer of Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. ("Hardy Telecommunications"), I certify under 
penalty of pet:imy that Hardy Telecommunications has been awarded 1\mds through the 13TOP 
and 131P for West Virginia to provide broadband infi·astructure nnd service lor the census blocks 
listed in the Attachment. Therefore, these census blocks arc ineligible for CAF support. Fmther, 
Hardy Telecommunications oJ'J'ers broadband exceeding 3 .Mbps down/768 Kbps up speeds in 
the census blocks listed in the Attachment and, therefore, these census blocks nrc ineligible lor 
Connect America Fund Phase 1, Round 2 Funds. 

~ 
D. Scott Sherman 
General Manager 
Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. 
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